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Who is Jesus?  

This question makes all the difference in our celebration of these three holiest days. And 

there are several possible answers from which we must choose. 

Is Jesus just a teacher? Is he a man who lived long ago who had good things to say? Did 

he share with us nice words to live by? 

Is Jesus just a model for us to live by? Was He a saintly and virtuous man who showed us 

the proper way to live our lives? Was he an example for us to follow? 

Now, don’t get me wrong, these two answers are good and true; but they are not enough; 

they are incomplete. They fall short of capturing the essence of Jesus. They fall short of 

describing fully who God has revealed Himself to be in Christ Jesus.  

And so, who has Jesus revealed Himself to be? What does God say to us in the person of 

Jesus? Jesus is the Christ! He is the Messiah, the LORD, the God of Abraham and Isaac and 

Jacob, who took on our human flesh, who died on the cross for our sins, who rose again from 

the dead—all so that we could then take on His divine nature.  

When we recognize this truth about Jesus—that He is so much more than just a teacher 

great wisdom or a model of upright living—when we recognize who Jesus truly is, then all that 

we have celebrated in these days comes more clearly into focus, then it all makes perfect sense.  
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At the Last supper, Jesus taught beautifully that we are to love one another. In the 

washing of the feet, He displayed beautifully how we are to love. But then he did what no mere 

teacher or holy person could do. He gave us His Body and His Blood to be our Food and our 

Drink, to be our daily Bread. Why? Because by sharing in the Eucharist, we take the divine 

nature of Jesus into ourselves. By receiving Christ in Holy Communion, we are configured to 

Christ. We become like Jesus not only in what we say and what we do, but in who we are. 

On Good Friday, Jesus said holy and profound things, even as He suffered on the Cross. 

He gave us an example of the greatest kind of love, laying down His life for His friends. But, so 

much more than just teaching or exemplifying love, He united Himself to us. Our God, who has 

no business undergoing such agony, our God, to whom death should be completely foreign—

He united himself to our human condition. He suffered death and was buried so that in our own 

suffering and death and burial we would, in turn, be united to Him. The one who is Eternal 

suffered like us, so that, when we suffer like Him, it may have for us eternal merit.  

And now, Jesus has risen from the tomb. Once again, in his resurrection, Jesus teaches 

profoundly; he loves sincerely and mercifully. But, there is so much more than words of 

wisdom, so much more than noble actions. In the resurrection, Jesus offers us a share in His 

own victory over death.  
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This is what St. Paul proclaims to us in the Letter to the Romans. “We were indeed buried with 

Christ Jesus through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.” Jesus, our Lord and our God, has 

united Himself to us in every way, so that we may share in His own Divine life! 

 

This is the beauty of our faith.  We have a God who is not far removed from us, who is 

not simply watching over us from a distance. We have a God who desires to unite Himself to us 

in our human condition so that we can be united perfectly to Him.  

This is why God gave the test to Abraham. He asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son, 

not because God is a cruel god who desires human sacrifice—God would never have allowed 

Abraham to complete that task. God made such a request of of Abraham so that Abraham—and 

so that all of us—could more fully understand the depth of God’s love for us: the love of a 

Divine Father who is willing to offer His only begotten Son as a ransom for our sins. 

This is why God revealed Himself to Moses and called him to lead the Hebrew people 

out of slavery in Egypt, to show us that we have a Divine Father who wants freedom for His 

children and who will fight for them to have that freedom. He will even part the waters of the 

sea for us, so that, having passed through the waters of death, we will emerge on the other side 

with the freedom of new life in Him.  
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This is why the angel rolled back the stone to an empty tomb, so that God can show us 

our own destiny: that, in just the same way, our tombs will be empty as we are raised from the 

dead on the last day, just as our Lord has been raised. 

 

In these three days of the Paschal Triduum, it is made clear for us to see with the eyes of 

faith: God has united Himself to us in all things to show us that we can be united to Him. Let us 

turn our hearts to the Lord in our daily prayer and in the sacraments of our faith because these 

are the rivers of life-giving water. In this divine grace, freely poured out for us, we will find 

freedom, new life, and a loving God who saves us from sin and death and who brings us to new 

life with Him. 


